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Appendix 2
Botany Results

3RDYR MASTERS
YEAR

Hl(Fn) H2(Fn) H3(Fn) Hl(Fn) H2(Fn) H3(Fn)

1929 1/2 1/1 0/1 1/1

1930 1/1 1/2

1931 1/3 1/1 1/1

1932 6/7 414 1/1 2/2

1933 2/2 0/1 5/5

1934 1/2 1/1 1/1 1/2

1935 3/4 1/1

1936 0/1 2/2 1/1 1/1 1/1

1937 U4 1/1

1938 0/2 1/1 2/2

1939 2/3

1940 1/2

1941 1/1

1942 1/1 2/2

1943 1/1 1/1 NP NP NP

1944 1/1 1/3 2/4 NP NP NP

'~ ,
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Zoology Results 1929-1942

3RDYR MASTERS
YEAR

Hl(Fn) B2(Fn) H3(Fn) Bl(Fn) H2(Fn) H3(Fn)

1929 213

1930 1/1 1/1

1931 1/1 1/1

1932 1/1

1933 1/1

1934 1/1 1/1

1935 0/1 1/3

1936 1/1 0/1 0/2

1937 0/1

1938 1/1

1939 1/1
-

1940 1/1 0/1
1941 1/1 1/1

1942 0/1 1/1

Figures compiled from the class lists in The University
o/Melbourne Calendar, for the years 1930-1945.

F-Female, T-Total, NP-Not Published.
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Footnotes
This article is largely based on my honours thesis on the life ofMargaret Blackwood entitled
'Barriers Unknown? Margaret Blackwood's Life in Science', completed in the History
Department of The University of Melbourne, 1995 . This in turn was largely based on a
sizeable collection of Blackwood's personal papers contained within The University of
Melbourne Archives (U.M.A.).

Biographical details in this section are taken from the Blackwood Collection, U.M.A.,
biography accompanying her honorary law degree, contained in the box entitled'Societies,
Degrees, Awards and Appointments, Obit.', (hereafter 'Societies'), and two biographies
contained in the box entitled 'Biographies 1983•.• ' (hereafter biographies), folder entitled
'Biographies 1983'. Unless otherwise stated, details of Blackwood's life are taken from
these biographies.

Interview with JoyceThomsop, 28 May and June 4 1984, tape 1. Tapes held atThe Australian
War Memorial: S162 102/01-2.

4 H. Gibbney & A. Smith, A BiographicalRegister 1788-1939: Notes from the name index of
the Australian Dictionary ofBiography, vol. 1 A-~ A.N.U. Printing Service, Canberra,
1987, pp. 63-4.

L. Gardiner, Janet Clarke Hall, 1886-1986, Hyland House, Melbourne, 1986, p. 87.

6 The Sun, 'A Learned Start to Discovery Day', June 30 1983, copy contained in the
Blackwood Collection, U.M.A., box entitled 'Women Graduates Centenary Committee
1983', folder entitled 'Meetings of the W.G.C.C.'

The Age, '40-Year Climb up the Academic Tree', April 9 1980, copy contained in the
Blackwood Collection, U.M.A., box entitled 'Societies', photo album entitled 'Qn becoming
Deputy Chancellor'.

For infonnation on the school during Blackwood's time see_M.C.E.G.G.S.: History ofthe
School 1883-1928; see also F. Kelly 'Learning and Teaching Science', in F. Kelly (ed.), On
the Edge ofDiscovery: AustralianWomen in Science, Text Publishing Company, Melbourne,
1993, pp. 39, 41, 49, and her introduction to this book, p. 6.

9 For the career ofD. J. Ross see J. Epstein, A Golden String: The Story ofDorothyJ. Ross,
Greenhouse Publications, Melbourne, 1981; for McLennan's opinion, see p. 43.

10 Interview with Joyce Thomson, tape 1. Blackwood also attributes her career to Ross'
inspiration in her 'Foreword' to Epstein, A Golden String, p. xi.

11 Interview with Joyce Thomson, tape 1.

12 Quoted in an essay by Adrienne Bath, 'Girls' Education inAustralia', History 3Y, St. Hilda's
College, 1979, copy contained in the Blackwood Collection, U.M.A., box entitled 'Women's
Affairs and the Assembly Working Group on the Position of Women at the University 1976
& 1982', (hereafter 'Women's Affairs'), p. 3.

13 Interview with Joyce Thomson, tape 1.

14 Bath, 'Girls' Education in Australia', pp. 3-4.
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IS See Blackwood's correspondence to her mother while overseas 1948-50 and 1958-59,
contained in the Blackwood Collection, U.M.A., box entitled 'Correspondence to Mother
1945-1950, Newnham Book, Diaries, Letters etc.', (hereafter 'Correspondence'), folders
entitled 'Letters to mother 1948-50, Cambridge etc.' and 'Letters while on scholarship
1959', in particular letters dated 10/8/58 (quoted), 12/10/49, 2419/49, 25/4149. All of
Blackwood's letters to her mothercontained within the collection are located in these folders.
Future references to letters from Blackwood to her mother will be made by date only.

16 Interview with Joyce Thomson, tape 1.

17 Kelly, 'Learning and Teaching Science', p. 51.

18 Interview with Joyce Thomson, tape 1.

19 J. Thomson, The WAAAF in Wartime Australia, Melbourne University Press, Melbourne,
1991, pp. 77-78; 82.

20 Details of Blackwood's career in the WAAAF were gathered from Thomson's book and
several brief biographies contained within the Blackwood Collection, U.M.A., p~viously
referred to.

21 Interview with Joyce Thomson, tape 2.

22 Details ofBlackwood's scholarship applications are contained in the Blackwood Collection,
U.M.A., box entitled 'Personal File, Speeches, etc.', folders entitled 'Applications' and
'CRTS Scholarship'.

23 An account of these events is to be found in Blackwood's letters to her mother while at
Cambridge. In particular the letter dated 30/5/49; Blackwood Collection, U.M.A·

24 Letter to mother dated 25/10/48; Blackwood Collection, U.M.A.

lS Blackwood's expressions ofselfdoubt and accounts ofher relationship with 'The Professor'
are to be found in letters to her mother dated 30/5/49, 6/6149, 1416/49, 24/7/49; Blackwood
Collection, U.M.A.

26 Letters to mother dated 6/2149, 5/4149, 30/5/49; Blackwood Collection; U.M.A.

n Letters to mother dated 1/5/49, 7/5/49,30/5/49; Blackwood Collection U.M.A.

28 D. McCann & P. Batterham, 'Australian Genetics: A Brief History', Genetica, 90, 1993,
p.l03.

29 Letter to mother dated 6/2149; Blackwood Collection, U.M.A.

30 Letter to mother dated 6/2149; Blackwood Collection, U.M.A.

31 Letter to mother dated 30/5/49; Blackwood Collection, U.M.A.

32 Gardiner, Janet Clarke Hall, p.143.

33 B. Falk, "Margaret BlackwoOd', in H. Radi (eel.), Two HundredAustralian Women: A Redress
Anthology, Redress Press, Sydney, 1988, p. 224.

34 Age, 9 April 1980.

3S Biographical details in this section are taken from the Blackwood Collection, U.M.A.,
biography accompanying her honorary law degree, box- entitled 'Societies', and two
biographies contained in the box entitled'Biographies', folder entitled 'Biographies 1983'.
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36 N. Allen, 'Australian Women in Science: Two Unorthodox Careers', Women's Studies
International Forum, vol. 15, nos 5/6, 1992, p. 551.

37 K. Fitzpatrick, 'A Cloistered Life', in ~ Grimshaw, & S. Strahan (eds), The HaljOpen
Door: Sixteen Modern Australian Women Lookat Life andAchievement, Hale & Iremonger,
Sydney, 1982, pp. 122-4.

38 P. Grimshaw, 'Introduction - Professional Women in lWentieth Century Australia', in
Grimshaw & Strahan, The HalfOpen Door, p. 8.

39 Kelly, 'Learning and Teaching Science', p. 57.

40 Kelly, 'Learning and Teaching Science', p. 44.

41 Kelly, 'Learning and Teaching Science', p. 48.

42 Kelly, 'Learning and Teaching Science', p. 68.

43 For details of staff composition in the Science Faculty see the relevant issues (1930-1940)
of The University o/Melbourne Calendar, printed for the University by Ford & Son Pty.
Ltd. 1930-1937, Melbourne; Melbourne University Press, 1938-, Melbourne.

44 Kelly, 'Introduction', p. 5.

4S For descriptions of the development ofscience in this country in the frrst halfofthis century
see R. Home, Australian Science In The Making, Cambridge University Press, Melbourne,
1988; MacLeo<l, The Commonwealth ofScience: Anzaas and the Scientific Enterprise in
Australia, 1888-1988, Oxford University Press, Melbourne, 1988; Schedvin, Shaping Science
and Industry Sydney, Allen & Unwin, 1987; also N. Reingold and M. Rothenberg (eds),
Scientific Colonialism: A Cross Cultural Comparison, Smithsonian Institution Press,
Washington, 1987.

46 J. Gani, The Condition ofScience inAustralian Universities: A Statistical Survey, Pergamon,
Oxford, 1963.

if7 Kelly, 'Learning and Teaching Science' , p. 58.

48 M. Blackwood, 'Women in Science', Tramstop Lecture Series -The Ladies Came to Stay,
2418/83, tape held at U.M.A.

49 Kelly, Degrees o/Liberation: A Short History o/Women in the University 0/Melbourne,
The Women Graduates Centenary Committee ofthe University ofMelbourne, 1985, p.108.
It should perhaps be noted that the practice of appointing applicants from prestigious
institutions overseas to enhance the status of the 'colonial' universities was quite common
at this time. However, it seems unlikely that a man in McLennan's position would have
been so blatantly overlooked.

so Kelly, Degrees 0/Liberation, p. 110.

SI Age, April 9 1980.

52 M. Blackwood, 'A Century ofAchievement', in The University o/Melbourne Gazette, vol.
39, no. 2, May 1983, p. 14. Copy contained in the Blackwood Collection U.M.A., box
entitled 'Women Graduates Centenary Committee 1983', folder entitled 'University of
Melbourne Women's Working Group'.
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53 Most of the information about Blackwood's involvement with these groups is to be found
in the Blackwood Collection, U.M.A., box entitled 'Societies' although some infonnation
about her activities in the Soroptimists is scattered throughout various other boxes. Her
involvement with the Soroptimists is also documented in two histories of the group,
Soroptimist International o/Victoria, Australia, Soroptimist International ofVictori~ 1982,
and The Story ofSoroptimist International o/the South-West Pacific/or the Golden Jubilee
1937-1987, by G. Kentish, Soroptimist IntemationalAssociation, Frankston, 1987.

54 Kelly, 'Learning and Teaching Science', pp. 55,57.

55 Age, 9 April 1980.

56 Interview with Joyce Thomson, tape 1.

57 Interview with Felicity Allen, undated but certainly after 1983, transcript contained in the
Blackwood Collection, U.M.A., box entitled 'Personal File Speeches etc.'.

58 Bath, p. 7.

59 Infonnation on the Working Group and Blackwood's involvement with it is contained in
the Blackwood Collection, U.M.A., boxes entitled 'Women'sAffairs' and 'Women's Working
Group 1975, IWY' (hereafter Women's Working Group).

60 'Summary of the report on Women and the University by the Women's Working Group of
the University Assembly', contained in the Blackwood Collection, U.M.A., box entitled
'Women's Affairs'.

61 Introductory speech for the University Assembly Working Group on the Position ofWomen
in the University Seminar, held 7/75 to discuss the report being prepared by the Working
Group, transcript in the Blackwood Collection, U.M.A., box entitled 'Women's Working
Group', folder entitled 'Seminar Arrangements'.

62 'Revision of Recommendations to the University Assembly for Action Arising from the
Women's working Group Report', contained in the Blackwood Collection, U.M.A., box
entitled 'Women's Working Group', folder entitled 'Women's Working Group 1975'. '

63 Minutes of the Women's Working Group Meeting # 4, 26/4182, Blackwood Collection,
U.M.A., box entitled 'Women's Affairs'.

64 Letter to Catherine Salt, 27/7/82.

6S Speech entitled 'Women in Science'.

66 Speech entitled 'Making the Best Use of our Resources in the Future', given to the
Soroptimist Intemational1\velfth Quadrennial Conference, Istan~ul, July 24-28, 1983,
transcript contained in the Blackwood Collection, U.M.A., box entitled 'Correspondence ­
Invitations' , folder entitled 'Istanbul Address 1983-84', p. 15.

61 Speech entitled 'International Women's Year', p. 1.

68 'Introductory Speech' for the University Assembly Working Group on the Position ofWomen
in University Seminar, held 7/75 to discuss the report being prepared by the Working Group,
copy contained in the Blackwood Collection, U.M.A., box entitled 'Women's Working
Group' , folder entitled 'Seminar Arrangements' .

(f) Age, 9 April 1980.
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The University ofMelbourne
General Editor: Alan Mayne

70 'Address at the Launching of The Half Open Door', Blackwood Collection U.M.A., box
entitled 'Personal File, Speeches, etc.', in envelope with same title.

71 FaIk, 'Margaret Blackwood', p. 224.

72 Kelly, 'Learning and Teaching Science', p. 40.

13 A. Alvarez, 'Invisible Workers and Invisible Barriers: Women at the CSIR in the 1930s and
1940s', in Kelly, (ed.), On the Edge of Discovery. Anne Gilmour-Bryson
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