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of the sixth form, after a complete failure to justify to the disgusted 
Head their hopeless confusion in regard to accents, came within 
measurable distance of undergoing detention after school hours, 
only just escaping the indignity, unheard of for the sixth, by the 
timely appeal of the dux, Samuel Alexander, now Professor of 
Philosophy at Manchester.” (quoted in Nye, 1921, pp. 19-20) 

And, summing up Irving’s five years at Wesley, Geoffrey Blainey writes: 
Scholastically the school had its vintage years in the 1870s. Many 
clever boys must have gained much stimulus from the invigorating 
atmosphere Irving created, and the success they achieved or some 
of the attitudes they had long after leaving school may in part have 
come from their school life.31 

 As a result of his improvements in standards and morale at the 
school, Irving attracted many bright and promising students to Wesley, 
who made their mark in later life. By far the most outstanding was 
Samuel Alexander, who was for ever grateful for the care and tuition he 
received at the hands of Irving.32 The Alexander Theatre at Monash 
University is named after him, the theatre and the University being fitting 
tributes to two great Australian Jews.  
 In early 1875 Irving intimated that at the end of the year he would 
not seek a continuation of his five-year contract. In light of his four 
successful years bringing Wesley up to become the leading boys’ school 
in the colony, many in the Wesley community and beyond were 
                                                
31 Blainey 1967, pp 49-51 lists some of the old boys from Wesley during Irving’s period at the school who 
achieved notable positions in various professions:- the  army: R. F. Fetherston, J. W Parnell and E. Tivey (all 
generals in the First World War); A. Verdon, an adventurer in the French Army and adviser to the Sultan of 
Morocco; business: Sir Aaron Danks; the church: A. R. Edgar and Henry Howard (minister at Fifth Avenue 
Presbyterian Church, New York);  music: Louis Lavater;  engineering: Sir Robert Chapman; the judiciary: W. E. 
Johnston; mathematics: J. H. Mitchell; medicine: Felix Meyer, J. W. Springthorpe and George Syme; politics: 
members of parliament in all states, except South Australia; ministers of the crown: G. C. Gilmore and Sir Peter 
McBride. 
32 Samuel Alexander was born in Sydney in 1859. Some years later, his widowed mother moved to Melbourne, 
settling in St Kilda. He began at Wesley in 1871 and during his four years there he proved to be an outstanding 
student. In 1875 he began his studies at the University of Melbourne, where he spent two years, achieving 
exceptional results. In 1877 he enrolled at Balliol College, Oxford, at the suggestion of Irving. He again achieved 
excellent results in Litterae Humaniores in 1881. The next year he was elected fellow at Lincoln College, being 
the first professing Jew to hold such a position at either Cambridge or Oxford. Then in 1893 he was appointed 
professor of Philosophy at the University of Manchester and stayed there for the rest of his life, finally bringing his 
mother and siblings to reside in England. Alexander became a leading philosopher in England, exercising an 
influence throughout the British Empire. In 1913 he was elected a fellow of the British Academy and many other 
others were bestowed upon him. Alexander was early to acknowledge the debt he owned to Wesley for the 
thorough basis he had received and to Irving, whom Blainey called a “remarkable man”, and who provided a 
stimulating environment and personal tuition to his promising students (Blainey, 1967, p. 50). 
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astonished that Irving wanted to break his links with the College. The 
Rev. James Waugh had not given any clue of dissatisfaction with Irving; 
in his report of 1875 he made the following comments: 

The retirement of the present esteemed Head Master takes effect at 
the end of this month, thus bringing to an end five years of happy 
and faithful service in the interests of the College. His worth is 
highly appreciated by the committee and by all who are in any way 
connected with him at Wesley College” (Lemon 2004, p. 50).  

  
In his search for a cause for Irving’s departure from Wesley, Andrew 
Lemon draws attention to the effusive praise in Waugh’s comments on Dr 
Corrigan in the annual report of 1870, when Waugh was totally unaware 
that this was Corrigan’s last year at the school. Lemon wonders whether a 
motion passed by the college council in January 1874 may have 
contributed to Irving’s unwillingness to continue his contract for another 
five years. The motion was “That the President and the Head Master be 
requested to consider whether any means could be adopted to put a stop 
to the spirit of mischief among the boys as exhibited during the past year” 
(Lemon, 2004, p. 51). It was generally commented upon at the time that 
the sons of the gold-rush generation were somewhat boisterous. Two 
months after this motion was passed Irving informed the council that he 
would not seek a re-appointment.  
 Other explanations have been proposed besides the motion of the 
Wesley committee to curb the unruly behaviour of some of the students. 
At Wesley there had been a system of dual command: Irving as 
headmaster had control of academic side of the college, while the 
chairman of the committee, also called the “president”, the Rev. James 
Waugh, and had control of the spiritual side. The reason, of course, was 
that Irving was not a member of the Methodist Church. In a sense, he did 
have not full control of the school, as most headmasters did. In a school 
which he himself owned, however, he would not be obstructed by 
interfering councils and powerful officials. 
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There were two events which indicate Irving’s strong influence on 
education throughout the colony beyond the University or grammar 
schools. Firstly, there was the introduction of scholarships for bright 
students from state schools and who came from economically deprived 
backgrounds. He had a burning passion to raise the standard of education 
for all schoolchildren throughout the colony and to have secondary 
education open to all who had the ability to achieve. Both Irving, in his 
last years at the University and his predecessor at Wesley, Dr Corrigan, 
together had been involved in discussions for the introduction of 
scholarships for gifted primary students in state schools to enable them to 
further their education at the grammar schools. In 1871 a scheme of 
government exhibitions was introduced and Irving considered it to be a 
very important step in the Victoria education scene.  
 The second event, an invitation for Irving to take on the highest 
educational office in the colony, was an indication of his standing as a 
teacher and educator in Victoria. Towards the end of 1872, the chief 
secretary of the colony of Victoria made a request to the president of the 
Wesley College Committee to release Irving from his five-year contract 
so that he could be appointed secretary the Department of Public 
Instruction. The committee declined to release their headmaster, who 
concurred fully with their action. The offer was a tribute to Irving’s 
capability and achievements.  
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IRVING THE HEADMASTER - Hawthorn Grammar School33 

During his last year at Wesley College, Martin Howy Irving was looking 
around for a suitable position in the field of education somewhere in 
Melbourne. It was soon solved when he found a grammar school for sale. 
At the end of 1875 he bought Hawthorn Grammar School from its owner, 
Mr. John Meeson, for ₤1,300.34 This school had been begun in 1865 by 
Jehosophat Dairy Postle on a property which he had bought at 6 Power 
Street, Hawthorn, on the northern side of Grove Road. Two years later 
the school was sold to Meeson, who enlarged the school to accommodate 
the increased enrolment.  He built a new schoolroom on the original site 
and then acquired Thomas Tyson’s house on the southern side of Grove 
Road. The school continued to flourish and there were 166 students 
enrolled in 1876 when Irving took over as headmaster.  
 Irving took on this new venture without any financial worries 
because the Clarke family, whose son had been a student at Wesley 
College, was willing quietly to help the school with generous funding and 
transferred to Hawthorn Grammar. The Clarkes were one of the 
wealthiest families in the colony.35 
 Irving’s five-year experience at Wesley proved invaluable; thus he 
was able easily to settle into his new situation and start building the 
institution up to become a model school, surpassing many of the other 
boys’ schools in the colony. Under his leadership the school was able to 
flourish and grow in size and reputation. For an apt motto he chose one 

                                                
33 Much of the information in this chapter is from McWilliam (1978). 
34 Whereas there are several excellent histories of Wesley, with extensive school archives and other material 
available on the history of the school, there is, unfortunately, a lack of information on Hawthorn Grammar School. 
35 Blainey ,1999, p. 55 
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based on that of his old school in London, “Sancte, sapienter, strenue”, 
which means “by holiness, wisely, energetically”. Irving, keen on 
physical activity and aware that the colonial lads were more vigorous 
than those in the United Kingdom added the last word “strenue”.36 
 The mere fact that Irving had moved to Hawthorn Grammar meant 
that, from the beginning, the enrolments increased. Indeed, a number of 
Wesley boys transferred with their principal to Hawthorn Grammar 
School. He appointed some competent teachers. One of these employed 
in 1879 was George Henry Crowther, who had been one of Irving’s 
outstanding students as Wesley. Crowther was made master of the 
matriculation form and stayed for three years. So outstanding was his 
success at Hawthorn Grammar that he left after three years to begin his 
own Brighton Grammar School.37 Although Crowther spent such a short 
time at Hawthorn, he made a considerable impact. Irving’s daughter, 
Lilian, had taught there before moving to Ruyton, as did his eldest son, 
Edward, who joined the staff as second master in 1881. 
 The Argus, in its tribute to Irving after his death, commented on his 
skill in leading the school, stressing his thoroughness and “his 
extraordinary facility for inspiring confidence in the duffer  and 
enthusiasm in every boy with whom he came into contact” (The Argus, 
25th January 1912). Soon the enrolments had risen so steadily that Irving 
was forced again to engage in a building programme, so that the 
classrooms could accommodate 200 boys and the boarding establishment 
52.   
 As was to be expected, Irving laid considerable stress on both 
athletics and team sports. The boys at Hawthorn Grammar shone in 
various fields of sport, outdoing their competitors from other schools in 
Melbourne and Geelong. Even before Irving’s time at the school, the 
boys had made a name for themselves in football. The Hawthorn Football 
Club was founded at a meeting at the Hawthorne Hotel in Burwood Road 
in 1873 and at the beginning some of its players were brought in from the 
                                                
36 The motto of King’s College School is Sancte et sapienter. 
37 George Henry Crowther, born in Kingston on Jamaica, came with his family to Melbourne in 1856. He was a 
student at Wesley under Irving, matriculating in 1872. Later he studied at Melbourne University (B.A. in 1876, 
LL.B. in 1878, M.A. in 1879 and LL. D., 1884). From his founding of Brighton Grammar School in 1882 in New 
Street in a former coach house with just eight boys , over 2,000 boys had passed through his hands by the time of 
his death in 1918. 
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school. Irving introduced rowing and coached the team himself. Some of 
the stars of the school’s crew were H. and J. Trumble and R. R. 
Nicholson, who later rowed in the Victorian team.38  
 As at Wesley, a number of Hawthorn Grammar students went to 
achieve positions of note in their careers. They included well-known 
doctors R. R. Stawell, and Jeffrey and W. Atkinson, and boy, R. Fletcher 
Griffiths, who became a noted meteorologist.39  

Irving was, nevertheless, not without a challenge. When he took 
over Hawthorn Grammar School, there was already another private 
school in the eastern suburbs of Melbourne. Edward Ingle B.A., having 
come over from Hobart to begin a first-class boys’ school, opened his 
Kew High School in a private house in Cotham Road in February 1872. 
As the number of enrolments increased rapidly, he soon moved his 
academy to Charles Street. Ingle tragically died of typhus in 1875 and his 
school was bought by J. Henning Thompson M.A., one of Irving’s very 
bright students at the University of Melbourne from 1861 to 1865 and, 
until his move to Kew, was the second master at Melbourne Grammar 
School between 1864 and 1869. Even before finishing his degree, 
Thompson started teaching Classics at Melbourne Grammar School. 
 Under Thompson’s highly competent control, the Kew High 
School prospered and very soon became a rival to the neighbouring 
Hawthorn Grammar School, even before Irving took over the latter. But, 
with the advent of Irving, the rivalry between the two schools was on a 
friendly basis. In 1908 Thompson retired and the buildings were leased 
by Trinity Grammar School. During the whole of Irving’s nine years at 
the Hawthorn school, the opposition was conducting a very effective 
operation in nearly Kew. 
 It was during the Hawthorn years that the Irving family suffered a 
severe tragedy, Caroline Mary, mother of nine children, died in June 
1881. A year, later Martin Howy Irving married again. The new bride 

                                                
38 The original spelling of name of the hotel was “Hawthorne”. 
39 R. Fletcher Griffiths was born in Manchester in 1857 and came to Victoria with his parents in 1861. He was 
educated at Hawthorn Grammar School, coming into contact with Irving towards the end of his schooling. He was 
appointed assistant at the Adelaide Observatory in 1880 and was promoted to the post of chief meteorologist two 
years later. He became chief assistant astronomer in 1896. He was transferred to the head office of the newly 
established Bureau of Meteorology in Melbourne in 1907 and later worked as an assistant commonwealth 
meteorologist until his retirement in 1925.  
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was the 35-year-old Mary Mowat, who had been governess to the 
children in the Irving household. She was only nine years older than 
Edward, the eldest offspring of the first marriage. Because of her earlier 
contact with the family and her sympathetic nature, she understood the 
children, especially the teenagers, Frank, Mabel and Godfrey, better than 
did their father. A story has been handed down through the family that 
Mary would purposely leave a door unlocked at night so that the older 
children, when they returned late from social functions, could slip in 
unseen by their father.   
 In 1884, Irving decided to hand over the administration of 
Hawthorn Grammar to his son, Edward. He gave as the reason for his 
retirement the fact that he was getting somewhat out of touch with the 
details of school life as his old enthusiasm as waning. He felt that the 
time had come for him to hand over to a younger man. However, Edward 
Irving remained in office for only a year.  
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IRVING’S EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 

The early professors at the University of Melbourne contributed 
significantly to the social and intellectual life of the city. Many of their 
extra-curricular activities were far removed from the Chairs which they 
held at the University and from the various related fields of their 
pedagogical and research interests. There was a strong sense of a 
responsibility that they share their talents and pastimes with the general 
community. Martin Howy Irving was no exception. 
 
The 1850s 
The Philosophical Institute and the Royal Society  
In the year after his arrival in the colony, Irving joined the Philosophical 
Institute of Victoria and was also elected to be a member of the Council. 
At first the society held its meetings in the Melbourne Museum and then 
moved to the Mechanics Institute, which was situated in Collins Street. 
On 8th November 1859, the Philosophical Institute was granted a Royal 
Charter and its name was changed to that of the Royal Society of 
Victoria.  In December it moved to new premises in La Trobe Street and 
it is still there today.  
 From 1858 to 1859, Irving was treasurer of the Institute and 
remained a member when it was reconstituted as the Royal Society of 
Victoria. He was an elected member of the Council of the Society in 1856 
and 1860-1.  
 
The Exploration Committee 
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At a meeting of the Philosophical Institute of Victoria on 21st October 
1857, Dr David Wilkie, the vice-president of the society, gave notice of a 
proposal to discuss the possibility of the formation of a committee to 
organise an exploration party to search for Ludwig Leichhardt, the 
missing German explorer, who vanished in 1848 on an attempted 
transcontinental journey of exploration, beginning from the Queensland 
town of Roma. The stated aim of the committee was “for the purpose of 
carrying out the great idea of the lamented Ludwig Leichhardt, of 
exploring from east to west, and for the purpose, if possible, of gathering 
some tidings of the fate of Leichhardt and his party….” 40 
 At the next meeting of the society on 11th November, the matter of 
an exploration party was presented to the Philosophical Institute. After 
much debate, the meeting enthusiastically passed the motion, regardless 
of the fact that the financing of such an undertaking was far beyond the 
Institute’s capacity. An unwieldy committee of 32 members was then 
established.  
 Significantly enough, all four professors at the University of 
Melbourne (William E. Hearn, Martin Howy Irving, Frederick McCoy 
and W. P. Wilson) were involved. In November 1857 four meetings of 
the Exploration Committee were held, yet the only progress made was Dr 
Ferdinand von Mueller’s suggestion that the Darling River should be the 
point of departure for any expedition. At an adjourned general meeting of 
the Philosophical Institute, where the first report of the committee was 
also presented, von Mueller further suggested a list of the necessary items 
of equipment for any proposed expedition. At this meeting the number of 
the committee members was reduced to 24.  
 Interestingly neither Irving’s name nor those of the three other 
professors appeared on the new list. The new committee made plans for 
preliminary expedition to explore the countryside between the Darling 
and Victoria Rivers at an estimated cost of ₤2,500. The Victorian 
Government was unwilling to fund such an enterprise, but the sum of 
₤1,000 was raised by May 1858 and it was suggested that A. C. Gregory 
                                                
40 The plan was that the proposed expedition would start from Curtis Bay on the east coast, not far from where the 
town of Gladstone is now situated and to trek due west westward in the latitude of the Tropic of Capricorn to 
Shark Bay in Western Australia. At the same time they would explore the inland to the north and to the south of 
Capricorn. 
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should lead any Victorian expedition. In 1859 the name of Professor 
McCoy appears on the list of members, but not that of Irving. No doubt, 
the latter felt that his energy could be used for more productive purposes. 
Finally, the plan collapsed. 
 
Sports 
When Martin Howy Irving arrived in Melbourne in 1856, his Balliol 
years were not far behind him; his lively interest in and love of sports, 
particularly rowing and athletics, had not diminished. He was keenly 
aware of the benefits derived from the playing of the various athletic 
sports. Before long Irving played an important role in the establishment 
of a cricket team and a rowing club at the University of Melbourne. Soon, 
a football team came into being. 
 June Senyard perceptively sums up the evolving environment at 
the University in its colonial and imperial setting: 

Melbourne was no pale shadow of England. Melbourne was a 
significant sporting site in the world. The sports revolution may 
have begun in England in the 18th century but now, 100 years 
later, the spread of sporting clubs and associations in the Australian 
colony had taken on an independent life.  
 Those at the University who looked upon all the different 
sports appearing on the scene with a new appreciation of their 
possibilities, were also aware that in their pursuit, they were 
playing on a much larger stage, that of Empire. So, when these 
men sat down to organise sport at the University, they did so in a 
way that would propagate the understanding of sport as a symbol 
of Imperial rule. (Senyard, 2004) 

 Irving had harboured a passion for rowing ever since his days as a 
university student. A most successful regatta, organised by professional 
boatmen on the Yarra on 10th March 1857, spurred Irving, and others 
keen on rowing as a sport, to form rowing clubs and led to inter-club 
competition. Irving campaigned at the University for a rowing club to be 
formed and founded the Melbourne University Boat Club on 3rd 
September 1859. On that day Irving was a member of a crew which raced 
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and defeated an opposing crew of four officers from Melbourne banks. 
Today the Melbourne University Boat Club is the oldest club of its type 
in Melbourne. 
 Not surprisingly, when Irving became headmaster of Hawthorn 
Grammar School, he established the sport of rowing. In the 1880's annual 
four-oared competition between Hawthorn Grammar School and Kew 
High School attracted quite as much public attention as the competition 
between Melbourne Grammar School, Scotch College and Wesley 
College. 
 
The 1860s 
The Victorian Volunteers 
Six years after his arrival in the colony, Martin Howy Irving joined a unit 
of military volunteers. From as early as 1842 there had been discussion 
on the need of a corps of volunteers after an attack on some settlers’ 
properties along the Plenty River, north of Melbourne. However, the idea 
was not taken up until after the Eureka rebellion in 1854 when Governor 
Hotham signed an Act to set up a corps of volunteers of up to 2,000 men 
under officers appointed by him. Within a short time five such units came 
into being.  
 Irving joined the Victorian Volunteer Rifles in 1862 and 
maintained this link until he retired in 1890. He rose in rank and in 1884 
was appointed lieutenant-colonel of the First Battalion of the Victorian 
Militia.  
 It may seem ironic that a man of such strong commitment to his 
place in the Church should also play a highly significant role in a 
volunteer military unit. Yet Irving took his social commitment seriously 
and was highly aware of his duty to contribute actively to the 
maintenance of law and order in a colony in the vibrant and unstable era 
during and after the gold rush. In addition he was an expert rifle shot and 
an enthusiast for the sport of shooting. 
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The Melbourne Board of the AMP (Australian Mutual Provident) 
Society41 

The Australian Mutual Provident Society, a local insurance company, 
was founded in Sydney in August 1848, and very soon a branch was 
operating in Melbourne. After the gold rush the business from the 
southern city far outreached that of the founding city.42 
 There were numerous calls for the setting up of a Victorian branch 
board and office in Melbourne to obviate the increasing difficulty in 
operating from Sydney. The population of Melbourne had grown greater 
than that of Sydney, and by 1860 there were only two people in Sydney 
for three in Melbourne The communication with Sydney was 
cumbersome and slow. Moreover, there was a ring of prosperous 
goldfield towns beyond Melbourne with a total population greater than 
that of Sydney  
 In 1862, Irving joined the little group of prominent Victorians, who 
had communicated their concerns to the head office in Sydney, and wrote 
as a policy-holder to express his opinion that the sending of all new 
proposals and insurance claims to Sydney for approval was a hindrance to 
the gaining of new policy-holders. In July 1863 at a public meeting of 25 
policy-holders in Melbourne signed a petition that the AMP establish a 
Melbourne office and their request was granted, a Victorian board was 
created with a high degree of autonomy for its directors. 
 In 1866, Irving was invited to join the AMP board of directors. It 
was interesting that he should have accepted this offer with alacrity. He 
himself had reason to feel that he had been slighted by the treatment that 
he had received from the insurance company. One of the few complete 
records surviving from the early days was Irving’s insurance proposal. 
Seven years earlier, on 24th September 1859, he underwent a medical 
examination, having already submitted a proposal. At the age of 29, he 
had a splendid physique and was one of the tallest men in Melbourne 
with a height of 6 foot 2 inches (1.88 metres) and an excellent sporting 
record. But when he informed Dr Pugh, the AMP medical officer, that his 
father had caught a lung infection “supposed to have been induced by 
                                                
41 Information from this section is from Blainey (1999). 
42 See Blainey, 1999, pp. 45, 47 and 54. 
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exposure during a visit to Scotland” leading to his death at the age of 42, 
that four of his seven siblings had died in infancy and that another had 
died at the age of 28 from phthisis, the concerned physician cautiously 
added a three-year penalty to Irving’s insurance policy. The Sydney head 
office ordered that a second opinion be sought and, as a consequence, an 
additional two years were added to the penalty. Irving had no other option 
than to accept the ruling and paid an unusually high premium for a man 
aged 34, who was to live on for another 47 years. 
 Later, when Irving was chairman of the Melbourne Board of 
Directors, he applied for increased insurance in light of the fact that he 
had a large family to provide for. He was not asking that the additional 
loading be rescinded, but that his premium be increased. However, the 
other directors, fearing that his life-span might be short like that of his 
father, determinedly but politely refused an increase of his premium.  
 Despite his rather shoddy treatment by his fellow directors, Irving 
was willing to accept the position of chairman of directors of the 
Victorian board of AMP and he held this post with distinction from 1878 
to 1884. 
 
The 1870s 
Public Lectures 
Martin Howy Irving, like the other professors at the University of 
Melbourne, was invited to give lectures to various organisations in the 
city of Melbourne. Throughout his period at the University of Melbourne, 
Wesley College and Hawthorn Grammar School, he was called upon to 
be a speaker and these lectures were well attended and reported in the 
newspapers. Lectures he delivered in the 1870s included: 
17. November 1871 The growth of language Technological Theatre 
5 July 1873 A Lecture Series Trinity Church,  
  Balaclava 
17 August 1875 Early civilisation traceable  YMCA, Polytechnic 
Hall 
 in language  
7 March 1876 Early civilisation traceable The Kew Mutual 
 in language Improvement Society 
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The Melbourne University Council 43 
Irving and the “schoolmaster” faction 
As soon as he had resigned from Wesley College in 1875, Irving joined 
the Council of the University of Melbourne. The records indicate that he 
rarely missed a meeting of the Council or those of the committees of 
which he was a member. Nor did he invariably side with the professors 
when a dispute arose between the Council and the Professorial Board.  
 It was just at this time that the nature of the Council was changing 
as there was now a group of five councillors who had links with the 
schools: Henry Martin Andrew (Irving’s successor at Wesley), John 
Bromby (headmaster of Melbourne Grammar), Martin Howy Irving 
(former headmaster of Wesley College and currently at Hawthorn 
Grammar School) Alexander Morrison (headmaster of Scotch College) 
and Charles Pearson (headmaster of Presbyterian Ladies’ College).44 
Three of the five members of this faction, also termed a “caucus”, held or 
had held academic positions at the University. Significantly enough, in 
1880 there were still five councillors with current or former school 
connections. Irving was the leader of this faction within the Council. The 
“schoolmasters’” were progressive in their understanding of education, 
both in the schools and at the University. They persistently confronted the 
chancellor, Sir Redmond Barry.45  
 Like Irving, the members of the “schoolmaster” faction were 
assiduous in attendance at Council meetings, whereas the others, 
sometimes called the “conservatives” were less punctilious. Therefore, 
the “schoolmasters” at times exercised an influence far greater than their 
numbers. The “schoolmasters” had long felt the inadequacy of the 
matriculation examination, set by the professors for both male and female 
students, even if the latter were originally denied access to the University. 
As early as 1871, Morrison had expressed his concern that the standard of 
                                                
43 Much of the information in this section is from Selleck (2003).  
44 See Selleck, 2003, pp. 165, 167. 
45 Sir Redmond Barry (1813-1880) was educated first in his native Ireland and then in England, finally  studying 
Law in Dublin. In 1839 he sailed for Australia and ended up in Melbourne. In April 1841 he was admitted to 
practise as a lawyer by the first judge. In 1851 he became the first solicitor general and the next year the first 
puisne judge. Barry played a prominent role in Melbourne’s social and cultural life. He was keenly interested in 
many institutions, including the Melbourne Hospital, the Philharmonic Society, the Philosophical Institute and the 
Royal Society of Victoria. He was involved in the foundation of the Melbourne Mechanics' Institute, the Public 
Library with the attached Art Gallery and the University of Melbourne, of which he was cancellor from 1853 until 
his death in 1880. 
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the current examinations was too high for the majority of students who 
did not intend to undertake tertiary studies. Therefore, he proposed two 
streams: one with a deeper and narrower content for prospective tertiary 
students and another wider stream with subjects and content more 
relevant for a school leaving examination. Morrison’s plea was 
disregarded.  
 Then in 1876 Irving unsuccessfully suggested the formation of a 
committee to investigate the examination of school leavers who went into 
the work force instead of the University. Later he came up with a far 
more radical proposal – that the matriculation examination be replaced by 
two examinations, one for each of the streams of students. The debate 
was adjourned but a committee of four (including Bromby, Irving and 
Pearson) was established to consider and report back on the matter.  
 There was an on-going debate within the University of Melbourne 
between 1877 and 1879, in which the professorial group wanted to have 
an impact. They felt that the “schoolmasters” were keen to gain as many 
passes as possible to enhance their own or their successors’ power and 
the prestige of their respective private schools. Moreover, the professors 
felt that the “schoolmasters”, if given their own way, would lower the 
standard of the whole educational system.  
 Morrison raised his earlier criticism of the matriculation 
examination again in 1879. The increase of candidates during the 1870s 
had intensified the pressure for a generally acceptable and authoritative 
recognition of the work that the schools had done for their students. At 
this point of time, the “schoolmasters” came up with a two-pronged 
programme: firstly, a reorganisation of way the examinations were 
conducted and, secondly, the addition to the curriculum of modern 
languages (French and German) and scientific subjects which would give 
a wider vision of the world, such as Botany, Chemistry, Physics and 
Physiology. Such matters were strongly opposed by Barry and the 
“conservatives”. 
 On 20th October 1879, Pearson moved that: “public notice be given 
that on and after the 22nd day of March, 1880, females be admitted to all 
the corporate privileges of the University; except that till special 
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provision be made they be restricted from proceeding to medicine.” This 
motion was passed by six to three, the six including the five 
“schoolmasters”.  
 Toward the end of the 1870s the “schoolmasters” began to get their 
way. Not only was the examinable school curriculum widened but also 
that of the University was influenced. In May 1880 Bromby successfully 
moved in Council that French and German (already examined in the 
matriculation examination for 18 years) were added to the curriculum of 
the Arts Faculty. Their influence became much stronger after Barry’s 
death in 1880. In the long struggle to improve the relationship between 
the University and the schools, Irving had played a significant role, his 
particular value being the fact that he had at various times had had a foot 
in all camps – University, Professorial Board, schools and University 
Council.  
 
The debate about the chancellorship 
The annual reappointment of Sir Redmond Barry, the founding and 
seemingly permanent chancellor of the University, annoyed the 
progressive “schoolmasters”. They objected to his style of administration, 
his highly conservative views on the curriculum and his opposition to the 
admission of female students and saw him as an impediment to progress. 
. 
  In January 1874 Barry submitted his resignation as chancellor 
because he planned to be overseas for a year. Then, his absence overseas 
was prolonged by yet another year. As the time approached for the annual 
election for the chancellorship, the group of malcontents on the Council 
seized the opportunity to try to dethrone Barry. In March 1876, when the 
voting on the chancellorship arose, the Council decided to adjourn the 
decision. Irving asserted that an absentee could not be elected to the 
office of chancellor and on 29th May he moved in Council:  

That the Council, while fully acknowledging and appreciating the 
services so long rendered to the University by Sir Redmond Barry, 
does not consider it expedient or indeed consistent with the spirit 
of the Act of Incorporation that the office of Chancellor should be 
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conferred upon him or any other member of council in his absence 
from Victoria” (Selleck, 2003, p. 154) 

 Sir William Stawell let his name be put forward as a candidate. At 
this point, the opposing forces rallied and the Melbourne Argus 
commented that, from the fact that Barry had been elected to the office 
unopposed for 20 years, it was to be understood that he had a de facto life 
tenure. Barry was not dethroned and remained chancellor of the 
university until his death. 
 When Barry died on 23rd November 1880, Stawell became 
chancellor. In 1882 Irving and his fellow “schoolmasters” caused 
Stawell’s resignation as chancellor and the appointment of a successor 
was held up for some years. In May 1887 when the election of a 
successor finally took place, Irving permitted his name to be put forward, 
but missed out by one vote, Dr Brownless being appointed instead.46 
 
Other matters 
Martin Howy Irving played a significant role on the governance of the 
University during his period on the Council, from 1875 until his return to 
England in 1900. He was the third president of the Professorial Board, 
from 1858 to 1861, and took on the office again from 1865 to 1867. He 
was vice-chancellor from May 1887 to May 1889. 
 In December 1884 Irving, a member of the Finance Committee, 
was appointed university treasurer.  During his period in this office, he 
had to deal with the difficult behaviour of Professor Hearn, who was 
chancellor at the time. Hearn was loose cannon and ruffled many 
people’s feathers, including those of members of the Medical Faculty, 
whom he had totally alienated. In August 1886 Irving reported to the 
Finance Committee that Hearn had paid accounts without reference to the 
committee and the next month it was discovered that Hearn had, without 
authorisation of the committee, deposited ₤6,000 in a different bank from 
that which the University used, at the very high interest of 7%. Moreover, 
it was disclosed that he was a director of that bank. At the next election 

                                                
46 See Fendley, 1972, p. 463. 
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for the chancellor, Hearn was replaced by Sir Archibald Michie, a 
successful barrister and member of parliament.  
   
Trustee of the Wilson Estate 
Martin Howy Irving was an avid writer of letters to newspapers, 
especially The Argus. This activity may have been the cause of the 
beginning of a close personal friendship with Edward Wilson, the 
newspaper’s proprietor.47 Wilson was anxious that the trustees he 
appointed to administer the Australian part of his estate should have the 
benefit of Irving’s advice. From the first session of the trustees on 4th 
April 1878 Irving presided over the meeting, and did so until he left the 
colony in 1900. Upon Irving’s death the last surviving trustee, Robert 
Murray Smith, referred to “the ability with which Professor Irving for 
many years presided over the deliberations of the trustees, and to the 
deference paid to his views in all matters of administrations that came 
before him.” (The Argus, 24th January 1912) 
 

                                                
47 Edward Wilson (1813-1878) was born in London and, after the failure of a business and involvement in radical 
politics, migrated to Australia in 1841. In 1841 he bought The Argus newspaper in Melbourne, the circulation he 
built up significantly and through this medium Wilson became involved in a lively radical political debate in the 
colony. He opposed with great passion such issues as the Governor La Trobe’s use of his power and the control of 
the Legislative Council by the pastoralists. Later he modified his radicalism when he became uneasy over the rapid 
rise of democratic progress and feared that “equal representation would give the working class perpetual power, 
and tyranny and class legislation would be inevitable” (Searle (1976) p. 213). Between 1859 and 1864 Wilson 
made three visits to England and remained there after 1864 because he felt that he could obtain the best medical 
help for his declining eyesight. 
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  
 
 
MARTIN HOWY IRVING IN RETIREMENT 

Martin Howy Irving, having retired from his school and, transferring the 
headmastership to his eldest son, made numerous changes of address. 
Irving moved first to Rathdowne Street in Carlton at two successive 
residences and then to Albert Street in East Melbourne in 1890. After 
1894 he lived in Kerford Road in Glen Iris for a period and 1899 in 
Tooronga Road in Malvern and before his return to England in 1900 in 
Barkers Road, Malvern.48 
 In need of an income, Irving accepted a part-time position as a 
commissioner of the Public Service Board of Victoria in 1884. The 
Colonial Public Service was established in 1855, the year before Irving’s 
arrival in Melbourne. In 1859 a Royal Commission outlined the problems 
of the public service as being highly divided and as having a lack of 
regulations concerning appointments, promotions, termination and leave. 
As a result, there was the Civil Service Act of 1862. Because many 
appointments within the public service were made on the basis of 
patronage and not of merit, a Public Service Board was set up to 
supervise recruitment and promotion, as the result of a second Royal 
Commission in 1870. After the third Royal Commission the Public 
Service Act of 1883 further strengthened earlier recommendations and 
gave the Public Service Board a charter to advise the government on such 
topics as classification and general staffing conditions. It was at this stage 
that Irving joined the board as a commissioner in 1884 and played an 
important role in its deliberations until 1893, when he retired on a 
pension.  

                                                
48 The information about Irving’s places of residence is from the successive issues of Sands and McDougall’s 
Directory of Melbourne. 
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Irving now had time to concentrate his full attention on the 
Catholic Apostolic Church.49 In 1890 he visited England and, from then 
on, he was the appointed the last apostle’s pastor for Australia and New 
Zealand, which necessitated visiting the congregations, scattered 
throughout both countries. In 1892, he was given authority to perform 
certain apostolic functions, because of the inability of Mr. Woodhouse, 
the last apostle, to visit Australia. On 4th March 1894 the Melbourne 
records show that on return from a visit to New Zealand, he was 
appointed “angel” (i.e. bishop) in charge of the congregation in 
Melbourne.50 In 1899 the last proxy apostolic visitation, comprising 
Martin Howy Irving and W. H. B. Wells, on behalf of the ailing last 
surviving apostle, visited congregations throughout Australia and New 
Zealand 
 Irving returned to England in 1900 to live in Albury, the centre of 
his Church, to devote himself to its interests and support the last apostle, 
who died on 3rd February 1901. In 1900 he became apostles' pastor for 
Scotland and Australia. Irving significantly named his house at Albury 
Heath “Talgai”, after the place in Queensland where there was a Catholic 
Apostolic chapel in the house on the Clark family’s property.51 Irving 
made a world tour in 1907 to visit congregations in connection with the 
administration of the Church and spent some weeks in Australia. 
 In 1901 Glasgow University marked the 450th anniversary of its 
foundation.52 In good university fashion, the accompanying celebrations 
were used to launch an appeal for new building funds. A “conversazione” 
was held, and on 13th June a spectacular graduation ceremony was staged 
at which a substantial number of honorary doctorates were conferred. 
Among the prominent scholars and notable figures from around the world 
who received honorary degrees was Martin Howy Irving. The invitation 

                                                
49 Irving was ordained to the priesthood of the Catholic Apostolic Church in 1873. This was impossible while he 
was a professor at the University of Melbourne because it was a requirement that professors were not ordained 
clergymen. 
50 The records indicate that Irving was temporary angel from 1890. 
51 George Clark (1834-1907) and his elder brother, Charles (1832-1896), were pastoralists, who bought the Old 
Talgai station on the Darling Downs in south Queensland in partnership in 1868. Both at different periods served 
as members of the Queensland Legislative Assemby. They joined the Catholic Apostolic Church and George was 
ordained priest. George was survived by a son, George Carr Clark (b.1864), who also became a priest in the 
Catholic Apostolic Church and retained Talgai until it was subdivided in 1910 (Refshauge, 1969, pp. 403-4). 
52 In 1451 Pope Nicholas V sent a papal bull to William Turnbull, bishop of Glasgow, to establish a university in 
the city. 
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stated that “court, official or evening dress was to be worn”. The 
graduation ceremony was presided over by the Very Rev. Principal 
Robert Herbert Story (1835-1907), a leading minister in the Church of 
Scotland acting in his capacity as vice-chancellor. The story is told by 
one of Irving’s descendants that Glasgow University Principal Story, 
wearied by the seemingly endless line of 132 honorary graduands filing 
past, brightened up as he caught sight of Irving approaching and 
whispered, “See you at lunch afterwards”.53 
 

                                                
53 Principal Story’s father, Robert Story of Rosneath, also a minister in the Church of Scotland, was a close friend 
of Edward Irving, who visited him whenever possible at Rosneath. Story Senior of Rosneath attended the second 
Albury Conference in 1827 (Whitley, 1955, pp. 18, 41-2). 
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  
 
 
 
MARTIN HOWY IRVING’S DESCENDANTS54 
First marriage 
Martin Howy Irving married Caroline Mary Bruyères, daughter of 
Captain Henry Pringle Bruyères, secretary of the L&NW Railway, and 
Ann Judith nee Laurie in 1855. The wedding took place in Southampton 
on 10th April 1855. Caroline Mary Bruyères was born on 3rd March 1827 
and died in Melbourne on 16th June 1881. From the first marriage there 
were four sons and five daughters:55 

Edward Hamilton Irving (1856 – 1929) married Julie de Mole (– 
1919) 

Margaret Isabella Mary Irving (1857-1943) 
Edith Sibella Frances Irving (1859-1931) married Richard Barker 

(1847-1929) 
Alice Maud Mary Irving (1861-1938) married Arthur Herbert 

Belcher (1859-1928) 
Mary Ethel Lilian Irving (1862-1948) 
Frank Laurie Oswald Irving (1863-1946) married Blanche Becher 

(1862-1936) 
Mabel Annie Rose Irving (1866-nd) married Hugh Claud 

Pennefather (nd) 
Godfrey George Howy Irving (1867-1937) married Ada Minnie 

Margueritha Derham (nd-1932) 
Harald Alfred Cardale Irving (1870-1933) married Grace Anne 

Roberts (1872-1957) 
 

                                                
54 Then information of Irving’s descendants was supplied by Miss Penny Howell. 
55 The following information was kindly supplied by Miss Penny Howell of London, a descendant of Martin Howy 
Irving, from his first marriage. 
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Second marriage 
Martin Howy Irving married Mary Mowat, the daughter of John Mowat 
of Dublin, in Queensland on 6th July 1882. Mary Mowat was born in 
Dublin on 18th April 1847 and died in Kent on 12th April 1939. From the 
second marriage there were one son and three daughters: 

Helen Mary Elise Irving (1884-1987) married William Graham 
Campbell (1864-1948) 

Kenrick Bower Clark Irving (1885-nd) married Erminie Maud 
Darlôt (nd-1937) 

Audrey Mary Leslie Irving (1888-1889) 
Dorothea Ethelred Mary (1889-1975) married Guy Butler Owen 

(1870-nd) 
 
 
A number of the descendants of Martin Howy Irving have made a notable 
contribution to Australian life, they include:  

The eldest son, Edward Hamilton Irving (1856-1928), first 
attended Scotch College and was dux of the school in 1870. He 
transferred to Wesley, when his father became headmaster there, and 
spent two further years of study, achieving excellent results. He then 
enrolled at the University of Melbourne, but there his result was only a 
second-class honour. At Balliol he gained only a third-class honour in 
1879. Returning to Melbourne, he found employment in teaching, 
coaching and examining. In 1881 he became second master at Hawthorn 
Grammar School and in 1884 succeeded his father as headmaster for only 
a year. In 1889 he was appointed classical assistant at Brighton Grammar 
School. In 1890 he spent a year as lecturer in Classics at the University of 
Melbourne.56 Aware that there were few jobs for Classical scholars, E. H. 
Irving moved to the thriving Western Australian goldfields and there 
underwent a change of career. In 1897 he became the first editor of the 
Kalgoorlie and Boulder Standard and from 1898 sub-editor and then 
editor of the Kalgoorlie Miner. Edward Irving did not fulfil his father’s 
                                                
56 When the appointment of a lecturer in Classics was to be made, Professor Tucker (Classics) recommended at 
Council a certain applicant and was amazed to discover that the position had already been filled by the Edward 
Irving at a meeting at which his father was present. The impropriety of this action gave rise to discussion of 
nepotism. 
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hopes that he would have a career of academic distinction. A restless 
person, he did not find satisfaction in the academic world. But he found 
life on the Western Australian goldfields stimulating and rewarding, and 
became a highly respected newspaper editor. 

Two daughters from the first marriage, Margaret Irving (1857-
1943) and Lilian Irving (1862-1948), were educated by their father at 
home. In 1883 Lilian began teaching at Ruyton Girls’ School and in 1884 
Margaret joined her, having taught at her father’s school. In 1901 they 
decided to found their own school, which they names “Lauriston” after 
their mother’s birthplace in Scotland. They took the North London 
Collegiate School as their model. After moving twice, they finally settled 
at the present site of the school in Armadale. Gradually they built up a 
successful and respected establishment. They retained management of the 
school until 1933, when they handed over effective control to Miss 
Elizabeth Kirkhope.57 

Godfrey George Howy Irving (1867-1937) was educated at 
Hawthorn Grammar. In 1885, while still a student, he joined the 2nd 
Battalion, Victorian Rifles, becoming a lieutenant in 1887. He was 
transferred to the Victorian Permanent Forces in 1891 as a captain. He 
became adjutant of the Victorian Rangers in 1900 and was soon promoted 
to the rank of major. In 1902 he was appointed to the Victorian 
Headquarters staff in Melbourne. When the First World War broke out, 
Irving became chief of the general staff, supervising the massive 
expansion of the Australian Army in May 1915 and, six months later, was 
sent to Egypt in charge of the Australian forces there. In 1916 he oversaw 
the movement of troops to the Suez Canal to replace others, who had 
recently left for France. Some went by train and the rest were ordered to 
march across the desert. This proved to be a disaster, and a disorganised 
and utterly exhausted rabble reached their destination. As a result, Irving 
was relieved of his command on 1st May 1916 and returned to Australia, 
being given various military posts, becoming a major general before his 
retirement in November 1925. 58 

                                                
57 See Rasmussen, 1999, pp. 17-96. 
58 See Coulthard-Clark, 1996, pp. 536-7. 
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Sybil Howy Irving (1897-1973) MBE, a daughter of Ronald 
Godfrey Howy Irving, was founder and controller of the Australian 
Women's Army Service (AWAS) during the Second World War, rising to 
the rank of colonel. By the end she had over 26,000 women under her 
command. From 1947 to 1959 she was general secretary of the Victorian 
division of the Australian Cross, and was awarded honorary life 
membership upon her retirement. Her brother, Ronald Godfrey Howy 
Irving (1898-1965), also sought a carer in the army. In 1919 he graduated 
from Royal Military College at Duntroon and reached the rank of 
brigadier in the Australian Army.59 
 

                                                
59 See Bassett, 1996, pp. 536-7. 
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  
 
 
 
SUMMARY: MARTIN HOWY IRVING - THE MAN 

During his 44 years in the colony of Victoria, Martin Howy Irving made 
his mark in many areas. In summing up, I hope that we can capture a 
glimpse of Irving the man. He was an impressive man, physically tall and 
of athletic prowess. Professor Ernest Scott, who knew him in his last 
years in Melbourne, wrote:  

Professor Irving was the athlete of the first professorial team. A 
very tall man, several inches above six feet in altitude, lithe and 
wiry, he looked, and was, a man of mind and sinew. The writer of 
these pages has a memory of him in old age, striding down Collins 
Street along in his ‘seven-league-boots’, against a strong westerly 
wind, which blew his long white beard in two streams back over 
his shoulders … Irving was an accomplished classical scholar, and 
a firm upholder of the maintenance of classical subjects as 
essentials for the Arts degrees. (Scott, 1936, pp. 36-7). 

 On a visit to Australia, James Anthony Froude met Martin Howy 
Irving at a dinner at Government House in Melbourne. Froude 
commented that:  

His face reminded me of his father’s: there were the same finely-
cut features, the same eager, noble, and generous expression; but 
he was calmer and quieter. Enthusiasm had become tempered 
down into rational and practical energy. … It was peculiarly 
agreeable to me to meet him. I had seen his father once, I had heard 
him preach, and the impression had never let me.” (Froude, 1886, 
p. 95). 
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 Martin Howy Irving shared some his famous father’s 
characteristics. Both had considerable strength and loved outdoor 
activities. Edward Irving was a man of great vigour. As a youth he loved 
the outdoor life with swimming and rambling great distances. As teacher 
at Haddington he and some of his students walked to Edinburgh for a 
midweek evening service in the fashionable St George’s Church to hear 
Dr Thomas Chalmers preach and then walked back again.60  
 Martin Howy Irving was also a man of strong physique and 
acquired great skill in rowing and athletics during his years at Balliol and 
strongly fostered sport as professor and headmaster in Australia.  
 Moreover, both father and son were able to mix amongst all sorts 
and conditions of men and women. Edward Irving indicated this 
characteristic during his period at Dr Chalmer’s assistant in Glasgow. 
One of his tasks was parochial visiting and in this aspect of his work he 
was highly successful. Within a few months after his arrival in Glasgow 
he visited about 300 families. It was a time of social turmoil, but Irving 
moved fearlessly amongst the workers and their families. Mrs Oliphant 
gives an excellent example on Edward Irving’s ability to cross social and 
professional barriers. He visited a recalcitrant shoemaker, who was 
alienated from and hostile towards the Church. When they started talking 
about his craft, the shoemaker was astonished that the young ministerial 
assistant was intimately acquainted with leather. When the visitor 
informed the shoemaker that his father was a tanner, they immediately 
started communicating and the recalcitrant craftsman was won over to the 
Church.61 Mrs Oliphant thought Irving’s ability to communicate with the 
parishioners was derived from to his sensitive way of dealing with 
everyone on a personal level.  
 Likewise, Martin Howy Irving showed great concern for people 
and a strong sense of realism in human needs as was indicated in his 
teaching as professor and headmaster. His awareness of the needs and 
capacities of his students was always foremost in his mind. As a member 
of the “schoolmasters’ clique” on the Council of the University of 
Melbourne, he supported various causes: a more relevant role of classics 
                                                
60 See Oliphant, 1886, vol. 1 pp. 57-8. 
61 See Oliphant, 1886, vol. 1, p. 54. 
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in University education, the admission of women to the University, a 
more realistic curriculum at both the secondary level with practical and 
scientific subjects. His vision of the University Council was that of a 
more open body and hence he opposed Sir Edmond Barry’s authoritarian 
approach. 
 Otherwise father and son were very different from each other. 
Edward Irving, the great preacher, behaved in a more exuberant manner 
He fascinated those who were attracted to his services by the dramatic 
oratory of his preaching, his sermons often lasting for an hour and a half 
or more.62 On the other hand, Martin Howy Irving was of a less animated 
nature, although reports indicate that he showed traces of his father’s 
enthusiasm when teaching exciting topics.63 
 Froude, in his report of his meeting Irving at dinner at Government 
House, made this insightful comment: 

He was educated at Balliol, and highly distinguished himself. He 
was among the first men of his year, and would have succeeded, as 
a matter of course, to a fellowship, but for the religious tests which 
were then unrepealed. Perhaps – I do not know, it is but my own 
conjecture – he might have conformed to those tests if he had 
followed his personal convictions. He was, and is, entirely 
orthodox, and had no agnostic tendencies, like some of his 
contemporaries; but with a fine filial piety, he would not separate 
himself from his father’s Catholic and Apostolic Church. His 
career at home was obstructed; he emigrated to Australia many 
years ago, and few men have done better service to the land of their 
adoption. The spiritual interests of the colonies have thriven upon 
English exclusiveness. (Froude, 1886, p. 95). 

 In this report of his one meeting with Martin Howy Irving, Froude 
read his own understanding into Irving’s deep attachment to Christianity, 

                                                
6262 Mrs Oliphant commented on one of Edward Irving’s longest oratorical feats. In May 1824, he was the star 
preacher at a three-day conference of the London Missionary Society, when his sermon lasted for three and a half 
hours. She wrote “When the preacher appeared at last, his discourse was so long that he had to pause, according 
to the primitive custom of Scotland, twice during its course, the congregation in the interval singing some verses of 
a hymn. One of the hearers on that occasion tells that, for three hours and a half, he, only a youth, and though a 
fervent admirer of his orator, still susceptible to fatigue, sat jammed in and helpless near the pulpit, unable to 
extricate himself.” (Oliphant , 1862, vol. 1, p. 167) 
63 Nye, 1921, pp. 19-20. 
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particularly in the form of the Catholic Apostolic Church. Indeed, Irving 
did not discuss his religion with his colleagues at the University or the 
two schools in which he was involved. It was a private matter, but one 
which illuminated his whole life and his interaction with other people. 
Perhaps Froude had tried to open up discussion about the Church and, 
finding Irving non-committal, concluded that his attachment was 
peripheral and mainly a matter of “filial piety”.  
 
Martin Howy Irving left a deep impression upon the intellectual and 
public life of Melbourne during the 44 years he resided in Victoria as 
professor, headmaster, public servant and contributor to many aspects of 
the city’s social, intellectual and sporting life.  
 Towards the end of 1911 the Irving family members in Australia 
were warned that their father and grandfather was seriously ill. He died in 
Albury of heart failure on 23rd January 1912. In Melbourne two days later 
The Argus, in announcing Irving’s death, opened its obituary with the 
words:  

Although he left Victoria some ten or eleven years ago to reside in 
England, the figure and personality of Professor Martin Howy 
Irving, whose death at Albury, Surrey, in England at the age of 81 
years, is announced by cable message, will still be fresh in the 
minds not only of those who were more closely associated with 
him here, but also of many who knew him only as a striking figure 
in the scholastic and public life.” (The Argus, 25th January 1912) 

And Dr Felix Meyer wrote in his tribute to his admired headmaster: 
The death of Professor Irving brought to a close the life of a man 
whose name is writ large in the history of Wesley College. To the 
Wesley boy of to-day the associations suggested by that name are 
necessarily lacking in form – are at best vague and shadowy; to us 
of the older generation, who go back to our school life in the early 
seventies, the years wherein he lived and moved amongst us, the 
name of Professor Irving stands always for a great personality, a 
man whom to know was to love and revere. . . . With the passing of 
Martin Howy Irving has ended the life of a great exemplar; one 
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who made splendid history and worthy traditions for the school of 
loved, and whom the scholars of his day will always hold in 
grateful and affectionate memory. (Nye, 1921, pp. 18, 20) 
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